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"Give him the money!" Father shouted. "Let him have the
money! Let him have it right away!"
I had gone to Mr. Clark's room at the Yale Club to await the
outcome of this interview. When he came in, nodding encourage-
ment to me, he called Cleveland on the phone and said: "This is
Clark. Release the draft. It's all right."
"Just the same," I remarked, as he hung up, "we haven't heard
the last of this yet."
As I spoke the phone rang, and I could recognise Father's rasp
in the receiver.
"Clark," he said, "I've changed my mind."
Mr. Clark answered: "I'm sorry, Mr. Ellsworth, but it's too late.
The draft has gone through."
There was silence for a few moments; then Father said slowly:
"Well—I guess—I'm glad of it."
Nevertheless, I think he would have stopped me somehow had
it not been for my sister, Clare. Clare loved me, yet secretly she
was one of those sceptics who thought I was going to my death.
But she knew that I would rather die than not go. She knew that
if I did not go I would be crushed in spirit for the rest of my
days. So she interceded with Father in my behalf.
Father was furious with her, threatening her with all sorts of
dire things in the future because she had dared interfere. Yet she
fought on for me, risking her own future, as I was. In his frame
of mind then, Father might well have cut off his children with a
pittance and left all his money to the Western Reserve Academy.
I think it was Clare's influence that made him give up in the
end.
When the time came for me to go, I went to Father to bid him
good-bye, a most dismal experience. I had hoped that he might
come to the boat, but he didn't. He had, of course, the excuse of
ill-health, and the ordeal might have been too much for him. I
am told, though, that after I was gone, a great calm came to him
and a great confidence. Shortly afterwards he went to Italy. There
he contracted pneumonia and died. One of the last friends to see
him at the Villa Palmieri was Judge Sanders, of Squire, Sanders &
Dempsey, the legal firm of which Mr. Clark was also a member.
We were then lost in the Arctic, but Father expressed his firm

